ESSAYS ON I HE GITA

waste of time; he would concede to it a considerable
historical, but hardly any religious importance; for
what does it matter in the end whether a Jesus son of
the carpenter Joseph was actually born in Nazareth or
Bethlehem, lived and taught and was done to death on
a real or trumped-up charge of sedition, so long as we
can know by spiritual experience the inner Christ, live
uplifted in the light of his teaching and escape from
the yoke of the natural Law by that atonement of man
with God of which the crucifixion is the symbol? If
the Christ, God made man, lives within our spiritual
being, it would seem to matter little whether or not a
son of Mary physically lived and .suffered and died in
Judea. So too the Krishna who matters to us is the
eternal incarnation of the Divine and not the historical
teacher and leader of men.

In seeking the kernel of the thought of the Gita
we need, therefore, only concern ourselves with the
spiritual significance of the human-divine Krishna of
the Mahabharata who is presented to us as the teacher
of Arjuna on the battle-field of Kumkshetra.  The
historical Krishna, no doubt, existed. We meet the
name first in the Chhandogya Upanishad where all we
can gather about him is that he was well-known in
spiritual tradition as a knower of the Brahman, so
well-known indeed in his personality and the circum-
stances of his life that it was sufficient to refer to him
by the name of his mother as Krishna son of Devaki
for all to understand who was meant. In the same
Upanishad we find mention of King Dhritarashtra son
of Vichitravirya, and since tradition associated the two-
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